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. @ur, goreign 2tetter. 
b U f C H  WOMEN INDIGNANT. 

The indig- 
n a t i o n  of 
Dutch women 
has  b e e n  
kindled by a 
new Bill be- 
fore Parlia- 
ment, which, 
if passed, will 
iiit.erferewitli 
the private 

life of many wonieii. The Bill, if brief, is unjust 
enough, since it. aims. at the dismissal at their 
marriage of all tvonieii teachers and all women in 
Civil Sei-vice. k few exceptions oiiIy have been 
made-viz., women marrying after their 45th year, 
wxneii who oan fulfil their official d u t i s  in tlieir 
own home 101- in an  office communiostiiig with the  
home, and women teachem whose duties do not ex- 
ceed ten hours a week. 

A s  ev&.gwhere else, the question as to whether 
a woman sl1odd continue to earn her living after 
her marriage is much discussed here in Holland. 
The! viavs esprewed are moat contradictory, and the 
tr i te argument-the wonian's place is in the  home- 
is still quoted, niostly, horever, by people ~ h o  have 
never t+a.Iren the  trouble to study the MromenJs 
Cause. 
The women's feelings are so stiwng fiistly,' because 

this Bill was dmfted without. consulting them at  
all; they were simply dgpxed of, noboady asking 
.their opinion about a matter which will affect them . . _ _  
so dee6ly. I n  tEie second place they are of opinion 
that 110 legislator hw the  right to interfere i1i 
 he private laffaiiw of the home. The question s to 
whether t he  wife 011 her marriage should attelid ex- 
clusively to home duties, or whether she may keep 
her situation, thereby adding to the revenues of the 
family, is L question for the  husband and wife to 
settle between themselves. A hard and fat rule 
wniiot be laid dovu for all married oouples, seeing 
tha t  so many diffaimnt factors must be taken into 
consideration for ea& couple individually. Be- Yours sincerely, 
sides, even i f  the wife did wish to resign, the  pre- 
sent ecunomic mnditiuns mmpel her in most cases 
to do her share in earning a competence for the 
family. The protection of women's work has, at The feeling in South Afrim in regaid to t h e  
least in our country, resulted in closing most re- recent series of outrages on, white women by blaclr 
munerative trades to women, thus obliging them men is intense-aiid no wonder. NO doubt the te- 
.to fall ibacli on the ( (  sweated " means 6 f  liveli- prieve of the  Uintali criminal by Lord Cladstone. 
hood. This new Bill, if passed, mill oblige another has been di~cussed thiwnghout t h e  k i ~ ~ &  in h u t h  
large group of -ivomeii to look out for other branohs Africa ; no dQubt, aka, white ~vomen, who have  
of work, which mill probably take up more of their been silent in regard to outrag=, 6re now putting 
time, give them less salary, rand fewer holiclays. personal Geling on pile side mid +pealring out. 1s: 
In  this way t h e  mmpi ih ry  d k m k l  of women it conceivable tha t  if 'ai iy %We' woinhn had to 
tead1ei.s and xi-onien- officids, ilyteatcl of being a choose between murder and viuhtion by 61, bkclr 
gain, will became l i ~  serious loss for the home. An. niaii, with the  pwibility, w m wnsequen&, of h r -  
arbitrary measure of this< kiild mdd only be war- ing n half-breea, illegitimate? child, she wpllld not 
ranted if it dould be p r ~ v e d  that the ~ o r l r  of welcome the  former fate? What wofild * life be 
married women mffered EIS mnipared with that of worth after 511~11 a defiling horiwr? 
the single Toman. This, the Minister knows The Women's Unionist Awciation here has for- 
melI eiiough, ~vould be imwosGble to prove. The ivarcled i*esolcutions to Lorcl G1:idstonc aslrinp; for 
motive he affects, t o  say the  least of it, is illogical. tlir! death sentence in cases of outrage. 

take an active part in 6.w struggle for mffnage. If  
by now we had been enfranchised the  Home Secre- 
tary nwuld not have h d  th6 effiwiitery to propose 
such a measure. 

I am reading with great interest all your news 
about the Pu'urdng h s q u e .  I !should love to cume- 
over, but 1 don't lrnow la6 yet if it can be managed. 
I am sure it 'talres up much Qf your time. 

Believe me, 

J. C, TAN LANSCHOT HUBREOHT. 
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In  his intfoductory *.eipIanation of this wonde'el*firZ' 
Bill he say? t ha t  according to his religious. 
views. the  woniaii's place is in the  home j to a l l o ~  
her to eserciw a profession 71-liicli takes her away 
from tha t  home is tempting her to iiialr~ use of 
means to avoid pregiiancy, for the birth of ahildreii 
adds t o  the finaiwid cares of the parents. 

Kovv who can understand such rcaeoning ? Dutch 
ii"01iieii do not. It seems tlo u s  that  the fiiiancial 
cares resulting upuii the birth of children w n  be 
more easily met if there is a sufficient iiiooiiiu 
thiwngh the jsoiiit salaries of fatlior aiid mother 
than when expenses have to be picl out of 
t he  ari i ings of t h e  father aloiie. Therefore, in- 
stead of discoutaging the use of Neu-&lalthusian 
means, and the  raising of large families, it will 1iav.e 
emctly the  opposite effect. It is to be feared that 
many conplea will put off marriage altogether, land 
simply live together, avoiding pregnancy for fe'ar of 
detectioii. 

All things considered, the Bill k a dkgrme th oiir 
country, aiid it has rightly aroused the wrath of the  
liberal-minded women, W ~ Q  are convinced .that t!e 
women's ivork, even of the  wife and mchher, is. 
needed by mciety. I n  most towns meetings to d i g  
cuss this Bill have already been hid; a monster 
protest nieeting will so4on be held in Amsterdam. T.0 
be sure, a great number bf nuism slhvuld be pre- 
sent, all of them being wncernd in this matter 
t ha t  foims part of the Wornai's Gaiise, but specially 
those i~,urses ~ h o  are  in the service of the Govern- 
nient, for though as yet none, of them has desired 
to keep her situation after marriage, %he w e  may 
alter, aiid then they would be veiy much disap-. 
pointed if they got their disniimal on their we8dding- 
day,. sent by way .of a wdding-present. This most 
arbitrary Bill is a strong incentive for all women'to 
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